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FROM THE DIRECTOR
STRENGTEHNING THE HIV/HCV NEEDS
OF CARIBBEAN CLINICIANS

The crisis of the COVID-19 pandemic
forced healthcare providers worldwide to
change the way we work almost overnight.
Despite initial fears that the pressure would
be too overwhelming to provide quality
care for our patients, especially those who
are vulnerable and under-resourced, we
have discovered that this different way of
Goulda A. Downer
working will quite likely be a blueprint for
PhD, FAND, RD, LN, CNS
the long term. As such, adapting our clinical
Program Director,
skills and roles to the post-pandemic ways
HU-CCCoP
of working will be crucial to building
regional resilience. We know for example, that the success of
vaccination programs is contingent upon irrefutable scientific
safety data combined with high rates of public acceptance and
population coverage. So, the current COVID-19 vaccine hesitancy,
where it exists, arguably threatens to undermine the success
of immunization programs that are common to our Caribbean
region.
With the expectation that pandemic-related disasters are
forthcoming, one key evolving role for our Caribbean clinicians is
to build upon efforts at the policy and community level to educate
the population about emerging threats and to then ensure their
access to life-saving resources which may or may not include
vaccinations.
This approach becomes critical if we can all agree that in order
to improve population adoption of, for example, vaccination
hesitancy, that the application of multilevel, evidence-based
strategies to influence behavior change and address vaccine
hesitancy will be a strong health care system response. Our
Caribbean clinicians are the best resource to draw on social,
behavioral, communication, and implementation science to
encourage our communities to safeguard their health by ensuring
population uptake of recommended protocols. Programs like
CCCoP can be a key strategic lever for supporting the Caribbean
clinical workforce in adapting to the next normal. Leveraging the
ready-made learning journey of CCCoP that replaces in-person
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Adapting our clinical
skills and roles to the postpandemic ways of working
will be crucial to building
regional resilience.
ones is one strategy to focus on the resilience of the region’s
learning ecosystem as the region acts quickly to build up critical
workforce capabilities during periods of disaster.
Now in its second year, CCCoP is one of Howard University’s
innovative distance-based capacity building programs for
Caribbean clinicians who are interested in honing their skills
in HIV and Hepatitis C testing, diagnosis, treatment, care
and support. Further, it is Howard University’s College of
Medicine commitment to continue to help strengthen the clinical
workforce for the Caribbean region. Our focused efforts on
clinical workforce strengthening over the past decade has served
to expand the committed, knowledgeable clinical workforce in
the region. The impact of our work, as outlined below, speaks to
how valued this distance-based program is in the region. This is
bolstered by our analysis which collectively show an increase in
the knowledge and skills gained by program participants.

Impact of CCCOP in the Caribbean
As compared to Year 1,
the number of

Table 1: HU-CCCoP Participants by Country of Residence

CARIBBEAN
STATES

participating in the program
has increased from

13 to 21,
a

62%

increase

Additionally, the number of participants increased
63% from 473 in Year 1 to 769. Table 1 presents
the distribution of participants among the 21
participating Island States.
As was the case in Year 1, the most represented
disciplines in Year 2 were nurses (35%) followed
by medicine (32%). However, whereas in Year 1
the proportion of physicians was 51% compared
to 23% for nurses, we note that in Year 2 the representation of both disciplines to be virtually equal.
Table 2 shows the distribution of four key disciplines - medicine, nursing, pharmacy, and dentistry
across the 21 participating Island States.

Table
HU-CCCoP
Participant
Table 2: HU-CCCoP
Participant2Discipline
by Country of Residence
Country
Antigua & Barbuda
Bahamas
Barbados
Belize
Cayman Islands
Dominica
Dominican Republic
Grenada
Guyana
Haiti
Jamaica
St Kitts and Nevis
St Lucia
St Maarten
St Vincent & Grenadines
Suriname
Trinidad & Tobago
Turks and Caicos
Virgin Islands - British
Virgin Island- U.S.
Grand Total
2

Medicine
7
5
10
39
18
25
19
18
25
31
11
6
7
3
10
7
2
6
249

Discipline by Country of Residence
Nursing
3
3
41
53
2
6
9
40
76
2
2
14

Pharmacy
2
2
1
10

Dentistry
1
4

8
3

15

6

1

3

3
13

11

2
269

46

21
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Post Webinar Survey Findings:
The findings from surveys conducted immediately after
the webinars indicated that the presentations were very
well received. All (100%) participants found the webinar
format to be appropriate to the topic under discussion and
94% rated the webinars as “good” or “very good”. Most
respondents (98%) reported increased knowledge relative
to the webinar topic. None of the participants who stated
that their grasp of the webinar material was poor prior to
the webinar held the same opinion after the presentation.
Participants uniformly rated the HU-CCCoP expert faculty

who presented the webinars as “excellent”, “very good” or
“good” (99%). Participant satisfaction with the learning
experience was high, with over 90% expressing that they
were “extremely satisfied” or “very satisfied” with the
presentations. Data relative to each of the six webinars
offered during the first half of Year 2 are presented next.
Only 20% responded they were “very knowledgeable” about
this issue prior to the webinar, but after participating, 84%
reported that they felt they were “very knowledgeable” about
the subject matter.

Follow-up surveys administered at 30, 60 and 90- days
post-webinar found:
●

96% stated that they “can apply the information
learned in their practice/service setting.”

●

25% stated that they use the information to “improve
my overall skills to provide care to at-risk patients”

●

Of those respondents who are applying the information
they learned, only 7% responded that they do so rarely.
Almost half (48%) use the material “at least once
week” if not daily, while roughly a third (30%) replied
monthly, and 15% answered “every few months”.

●

20% said the information assists them to “improve my
ability to communicate with my patients”

●

15% responded that the content will enable them to
“create a care setting that is more responsive to the
cultural diversity of my patient population”

●

7% said that they will use the material to “improve my
capacity to care for patients of color with HIV/AIDS.”

●

33% use the information to “improve my overall
clinical skills to provide care to patients with HIV/
AIDS.”

PrEP-Related Knowledge and Skills:
The webinars enhanced participants’ self-perceived capacity
to discuss PrEP with patients according to 90% of the
attendees. This finding is important because a quarter
(25%) of the participants had never had any experience with
PrEP and even among those who have experience with this
treatment, less than 1% had ever prescribed this treatment.
Only 10% of respondents reported that their patients had
initiated a discussion of PrEP and a scant 5% responded
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that their patients had requested the treatment. Roughly a
quarter (26%) had discussed PrEP with other providers but
only 15% had recommended the treatment to patients, and a
similar proportion (14%) had engaged in a provider-initiated
discussion of PrEP with a patient. Presumably heightened
provider awareness of PrEP should lead to an increase over
time in their discussions with patients about the treatment
as well as their prescription of the same.
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Voices From the Field
Mr. Enrique Romero: Belize
Executive Director: Belize National AIDS Commission/Country Coordinating Mechanism for Global Fund Grants

Since 2016, Mr. Romero has served as the Executive Director of the National AIDS Commission/
Country Coordinating Mechanism for Global Fund Grants. He provides strategic direction to the
commission in upholding its mandate of Coordinating, Facilitating and Monitoring the National
Response to HIV AIDS and Tuberculosis. He also leads the COVID-19 Response.
What impact do you feel that the
focused trainings on HIV/ HCV
prevention, care, and treatment
will have on the citizens in Belize?
The focused trainings on HIV/HCV
prevention, care and treatment have had
a positive impact on the citizens in Belize.
These capacity development sessions will
enable learning to become structured,
effective, efficient and will enhance the
personal and professional skills of the
citizens in Belize for their everyday use.
Discuss the regional impact of
the CCCoP clinical workforce
strengthening efforts in the
Caribbean region.
The CCCoP Clinical Workforce
Strengthening efforts in the Caribbean
region is a welcomed one. There are many
Caribbean islands that have advanced in
their HIV response, and it is important
that other islands lagging behind can see,
understand, adopt and adapt the best
practices and advancements made in these
islands. Hence the efforts made by the
CCCoP across the Caribbean region will add
to the good work and best practices already
being recognized in the region.

What has been your uniquely
successful approach to marketing
the CCCoP trainings to the clinicians
on your island?
My uniquely successful approach to
marketing the CCCoP trainings to
clinicians in Belize has been a combination
of communication campaigns including
sending emails directly to persons involved
in clinical care. I have also utilized the
associations representing the practitioners
such as the Belize Medical and Dental
Association representing Medical and
dental practitioners, Nurses Association
of Belize representing the nurses, midwife
council. Additionally, I used social media
platforms including FaceBook. I have also
sent emails directly to clinicians whom
we work with daily from the Ministry
of Health and other institutions who
collaborate and work with the National
AIDS Commission.
My uniquely successful approach to
marketing the CCCoP trainings to
clinicians in Belize has been a combination
of communication campaigns including
sending emails directly to persons involved
in clinical care. I have also utilized the
associations representing the practitioners

such as the Belize Medical and Dental
Association representing Medical and
dental practitioners, Nurses Association
of Belize representing the nurses, midwife
council. Additionally, I used social media
platforms including FaceBook. I have also
sent emails directly to clinicians whom
we work with daily from the Ministry
of Health and other institutions who
collaborate and work with the National
AIDS Commission.
What additional resources or
opportunities if any, are needed
to further enhance the capacity
of clinicians in the region or on
your island to provide quality
clinical care?
Capacity Development/Continuous
Professional Development is always
welcomed in Belize. Many clinicians are
interested in the courses but due to lack
of a tablet or laptop are unable to access
the sessions. Furthermore, the time of
the sessions in Belize created an issue
as it proved to be a time that was not
convenient for many who were interested.
For future sessions, kindly consider
change in the time as well as supporting
with electronic devices.

PrEP Use in the Caribbean
Key facts:

• In Latin American and the Caribbean (LAC) countries, by the end of 2019, PrEP
was being offered as a public health policy by six countries. In addition, 12
countries were planning to implement PrEP in various modalities of service delivery
and sources of funding.
• In 2017 a new target was established at 200,000 persons on PrEP in LAC by 2020.
https://www.paho.org/en/topics/combination-hiv-prevention/pre-exposure-prophylaxis-prep
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Mr. Lester Guye: Dominica
Coordinator, National HIV and AIDS Response Program

Mr. Lester Guye is the Coordinator of the National HIV /
AIDS Response Program. His primary responsibilities
include the general supervision of national HIV and
Aids Response program and the infectious disease clinic.
Additionally, he assists in the development of strategies
and policies for behavioral change, communication and information
education and building linkages with CSOs, NGOs, FBOs and social groups,
to help maintain a low prevalence and incidence of HIV and other STIs.
What impact do you feel that the
focused trainings on HIV/ HCV
prevention, care, and treatment will
have on the citizens in Dominica?
The opportunity gives all levels of staff
within health care a chance to understand
the methodology better and enhance
care as it relates to HIV/HCV. This
will improve care and help dispel the
misconceptions about the management
and support of these clients and patients,
thus enabling a more robust care
cascade and make it more appealing for
enrollment and adherence to care.

Discuss the regional impact of
the CCCoP clinical workforce
strengthening efforts in the
Caribbean region.
As it relates to the STI guidelines, the
OECS region is already following similar
guidelines but shared experiences and the
opportunity to share best practices will be
further strengthened. The CCCoP will help
facilitate a common approach to shared
challenges and thus give all Health Care
Providers a common approach to these
challenges.

Dr. Stephanie Andre: Dominican Republic
Physician

Dr. Stephanie Andre is originally from Haiti but is
currently working in the Dominican Republic. Dr. Andre
is working on expanding her knowledge in the medical
field, by broadening her knowledge in nutrition and
medical management. She is dedicated to bringing the
best healthcare to her community and is actively finding ways to keep herself
and her peers up to date on new medical resources.
What impact do you feel that the
focused trainings on HIV/ HCV
prevention, care, and treatment
will have on the citizens in the
Dominican Republic?
It will help the communities access
first class care and follow up from the
physicians. Also receive more empathy
and better understanding of their
condition along with tools and strategies
to help them manage their condition.

Discuss the regional impact of
the CCCoP clinical workforce
strengthening efforts in the
Caribbean region.
It has given health professionals the
tools and resources to bring the best
care possible to our community. By
strengthening the knowledge and bringing
better strategies makes it possible for
them to be up to date with the new
protocols and better management of the
patient.

What has been your uniquely
successful approach to marketing
the CCCoP training to the clinicians
on your island?
Despite the COVID-19 challenges,
we utilized shared spaces to listen to
the sessions, while using masks, and
maintaining social distancing, to get
around the limitation of Wi-Fi and
electronic equipment availability. We
also used social media platforms like
WhatsApp and Facebook and posting
on the group chats to keep everyone
informed.
What additional resources or
opportunities, if any, are needed
to further enhance the capacity of
clinicians in the region or on your
island to provide quality clinical
care?
I believe the establishment of sustained
training by HU-CCCoP would be a major
benefit, but the sessions should be a little
more hand on, which would permit more
open discussions. Further training in
discrimination management and care of
persons with similar conditions is needed.

What has been your uniquely
successful approach to marketing
the CCCoP trainings to the clinicians
on your island?
Uniquely successful approach was to
leverage my network of medical colleagues
both in private and public healthcare, as
well as lecturers at the university where I
studied.
What additional resources or
opportunities, if any, are needed
to further enhance the capacity of
clinicians in the region or on your
island to provide quality clinical
care?
To enjoy optimal health-as individuals
and as a population-we must have access
to quality care as well as readily available
diagnostic tests and supplies required to
perform them. In addition, raising public
awareness about disease prevention,
including early dection of illness is critical.

continued on page 6
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Voices From the Field

continued from page 5

Ms. Jonell Benjamin: Grenada
Program Coordinator, National Infectious Disease Control Unit

Ms. Jonell Benjamin is the Program Coordinator for the National Infectious Disease Control Unit
(NIDCU), within the Ministry of Health. The NIDCU provides screening and treatment options
to persons infected with sexually transmitted diseases. Ms. Benjamin provides oversight and
coordination of the Unit’s activities to include prevention and linkage to care programs, as well as
community education to encourage healthy lifestyles.
What impact do you feel that the
focused training on HIV/ HCV
prevention, care, and treatment
will have on the citizens in Grenada?
The potential impact that the focused
training can have on the Grenadian
population is primarily that of education
and raising awareness. Any behavior
change begins with educating key target
audiences coupled with continued actions
to foster change. Having the knowledge
is the first part of any transformation,
therefore initiating complementary
actions geared towards change would be
practical and feasible.
Discuss the regional impact of
the CCCoP clinical workforce
strengthening efforts in the
Caribbean region.
Regionally, the Caribbean Clinicians
Community of Practice (CCCoP) which
includes medical professionals and
other stakeholders, highlights a team of
individuals that are not only qualified but
equipped with necessary information for
garnering behavior change. In today’s
social setting where the health of a
population can be easily impacted, having
within reach a body of knowledgeable
and skilled professionals to act on health

issues with experience can contribute
profoundly to successes in areas such
as education and other outreach
mechanisms.
The impact achieved is a unified approach
to addressing life-changing health issues.
It ensures that updates are shared
timely and changes at the national levels
are feasible. The involvement of this
professional community at the regional and
national levels creates the avenue that is
needed for change.
What has been your uniquely
successful approach to marketing
the CCCoP trainings to the clinicians
on your island?
Marketing the CCCoP in Grenada proved
to be straightforward as it related to
reaching the ideal professionals to
attend these sessions. Having access to
the nursing, pharmaceutical and other
medical staff through departmental
or supervisory level simplified the
process. This enabled the sharing of
the information to other individuals.
However, further access to more
non-medical but still health-related
professionals would add to the success of
this endeavor but has been a challenge.

What additional resources or
opportunities if any, are needed
to further enhance the capacity of
clinicians in the region or on your
island to provide quality clinical
care?
As it relates to growing this cadre of
individuals, opportunities involving
that of specializations in the form of
educational advancements, scholarships,
and other web or face-to-face prospects
can and will assist in this regard. Persons
in various fields other than medicine
such as public health, science, research
and more can also utilize the content
within their fields to create avenues for
information sharing. “Care” from a health
context starts from the primary level
before tertiary involvement. If “care” is
focused more on prevention, then we
can establish another cadre of health
professionals that can complement the
clinical team. This is an avenue that needs
more attention thus rendering actions
geared towards change be identified as
a proactive indulgence rather than a
reactive response to challenges faced.

Data regarding the interactions of HIV and COVID-19 in LAC is scarce. Only case reports or small case series
have been published regarding the clinical course of COVID-19 in PLWH and regarding the clinical course
of COVID-19 in PLWH, which appears to be similar to the general population. The pandemic has disrupted
prevention and treatment of PLWH. However, there have been country efforts to counteract those effects.
There are some lessons from the HIV response which have been effectively applied in the region to address
COVID-19. COVID-19 has had an unprecedented impact on the cascade-of-care among PLWH in LAC. There
is a need for longitudinal studies that assess clinic implication of these pandemic interactions in LAC.
HIV and COVID-19 in Latin America and the Caribbean - PubMed (nih.gov)
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Dr. Anthony Monfiston: Haiti
Physician

Dr. Monfiston has supported the Ministry of Health for the past ten years in the development,
implementation and monitoring of National Strategic Plans for the fight against STIs/HIV/AIDS
and Viral Hepatitis. He has also supported the efforts to expand STI/HIV prevention, care, and
treatment services across the country.
What impact do you feel that the
focused trainings on HIV/ HCV
prevention, care, and treatment
will have on the citizens in Haiti?
The training sessions will enable more
clinicians to be able to provide HIV/
HCV care. More Haitian citizens will have
access to prevention, care and treatment
services for HIV and viral hepatitis of
better quality, international standard.
Discuss the regional impact of
the CCCoP clinical workforce
strengthening efforts in the
Caribbean region.
The CCCoP program has created a pool
of trained clinicians in the prevention
and treatment of HIV/HCV according to
international norms/standards. The project

has made it possible to learn about the
difficulties encountered by service providers
in different countries of the region and
strategies used to deal with these difficulties.
In the end, close links are created among
clinicians who share the same platform
for the acquisition of knowledge on the
management of HIV/HCV.
What has been your uniquely
successful approach to marketing
the CCCoP trainings to the clinicians
on your island?
Using the National AIDS Program
to extend invitations to networks of
clinicians already working mostly in
public health institutions providing care
to people living with HIV was successful.
This approach makes it possible to mainly

Dr. Diahann Dale: Jamaica
Medical Officer of Health

Dr. Dale has served as the Medical Officer of Health in
Trelawny Parish since 2014. She heads the Public Health
Department with responsibility for the implementation of
the various public health and primary health care programs.
She also Leads the parish’s COVID-19 Pandemic response.
What impact do you feel that the
focused trainings on HIV/ HCV
prevention, care, and treatment will
have on the citizens in Jamaica?
The focused training sessions have
served to enhance the knowledge of the
health care providers who participated.
As a result, their approaches to the
management of their clients will be
positively impacted.
Discuss the regional impact of
the CCCoP clinical workforce
strengthening efforts in the
Caribbean region.
As health care providers across several
disciplines are reached through the
sessions hosted by HU-CCCoP, the
impact, though not readily measurable
by itself will be far reaching across the
countries of the Caribbean. It’s resonating
HU-CCCoP Newsletter – Winter 2022

“the see one, teach one” concept.
Knowledge transfer evidenced by the
presentations shared by all and enriched
by the various real-life case studies have
helped to strengthen and unify the efforts
across the Caribbean.
What has been your uniquely
successful approach to marketing
the CCCoP trainings to the clinicians
on your island?
I cannot identify a uniquely successful
approach implemented this past year.
With COVID-19 response demands, I
have not had opportunity to conceive
any novel or innovative approaches.
However, I have sought to regularly share
information about upcoming webinars
with individual clinicians as well as with
professional groups through which a
range of clinicians may be reached -

reach civil servants of the MoH, which has
limited resources to ensure the continuous
training of healthcare providers.
What additional resources or
opportunities if any, are needed
to further enhance the capacity of
clinicians in the region or on your
island to provide quality clinical care?
To improve access to training, clinicians
need good quality internet, materials,
and equipment such as smart phones,
laptops/tablets and renewable solar
energy sources to assist our normal
supply. Besides training, clinicians need to
work in a safe environment, with medical
supplies, medications, materials, and
equipment available for the provision of
quality services.

e.g., professional associations, clinician
training institutions/ faculty members,
Parish Medical Officers (Health).
What additional resources or
opportunities if any, are needed
to further enhance the capacity of
clinicians in the region or on your
island to provide quality clinical
care?
I believe that if some of the live webinars
could be hosted on weekends or after
regular working hours, the clinician
reach/ participation could be significantly
enhanced. Opportunities for clinical
preceptorship experiences in other
settings (e.g., other Caribbean islands
and in USA) would support knowledge
transfer and strengthen networking
among clinicians while also helping to
further equip the clinicians to provide
continuously improving quality of care
to the clients. Establishing a mechanism
for clinicians to contact HIV/HCW
experts for clinical consults/ advice on
case management concerns may also
prove quite beneficial...e.g., a directory of
clinicians that could be reached by email
to sound off on certain case management
issues.
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YOUR CHOICE

TUNE-IN OR
JOIN-IN*

(Webinars/Webcasts/Conferences)

CONFERENCE: February 12 – 16, 2022

CROI Conference on Retroviruses and Opportunistic Infection
Hybrid event
The Conference on Retroviruses and Opportunistic Infections (CROI) was
established in 1993 to provide a forum for basic scientists and clinical investigators
to present, discuss, and critique their investigations into the epidemiology and
biology of human retroviruses and associated diseases. CROI has facilitated the
presentation of important discoveries in the field, thereby accelerating progress
in HIV and AIDS research. As always, the best and most consequential original
research defines the science at virtual and in-person CROI, which includes
research in HIV, hepatitis viruses, SARS-CoV-2, and other viral infections and
their related conditions.
https://www.croiconference.org/attendees/

CONFERENCE: March 6 – 9, 2022

11th International Conference on Emerging Infectious
Diseases (ICEID)

ICEID 2022 will mark the 11th occurrence of this premier infectious disease
conference. The program includes plenary and panel sessions with invited
speakers, oral abstract and poster presentations, and multiple scientific and public
health exhibitors—all focusing on emerging and re-emerging infections.
https://www.iceid.org/

CONFERENCE: July 29 – August 02, 2022
The 24th International AIDS Conference

AIDS 2022 is the world’s largest conference on HIV and AIDS and brings
together the world’s leading scientists, policy makers, and activists. Toward the
goal of ending the HIV epidemic, speakers will discuss the advances in vaccine
development for HIV prevention and treatment and reducing stigma and
discrimination.
https://www.aids2022.org/

HEALTH AWARENESS DAYS
INTERNATIONAL CONDOM DAY
February 13, 2022

International Condom Day (ICD) is an informal holiday
usually observed on February 13 in conjunction with
Valentine’s Day. ICD promotes safer sex awareness in
a fun and creative way while encouraging people to use
condoms.
https://lovecondoms.org

INTERNATIONAL DENTIST’S DAY
Celebrated Wednesday, February 9, 2022
International Nurses Day
Celebrated May 12, 2022
WORLD HEALTH DAY
April 7, 2022

This celebration takes place on 7 April every year and
marks the anniversary of the founding of the World
Health Organization (WHO) in 1948. World Health
Day continues to highlight the important health issues of mental health,
childcare, maternal health, healthy food consumption, and more.
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-health-day

CONFERENCE: August 23 – 26, 2022

NATIONAL CARIBBEAN AMERICAN

The 2022 National Ryan White Conference on HIV Care & Treatment will spotlight
the tools and resources needed to end the HIV epidemic in the United States. To
achieve the goal of reducing new HIV infections by 90% by 2030, the program
focuses on health equity, access to health care, and community involvement. This
year’s theme is “The Time Is Now: Harnessing the Power of Innovation, Health
Equity, and Community to End the HIV Epidemic.”
https://ryanwhiteconference.hrsa.gov/

June 8, 2022

National Ryan White Conference on HIV Care & Treatment

WEBINAR: Ongoing until July 15, 2022

Improving HIV Prevention and Treatment for
Transgender Persons

In spite of exceedingly high incidence rates of HIV and the widespread need
for HIV treatment and prevention services, transgender persons remain largely
underserved and underrepresented in HIV clinical trials. Are you and your team
equipped to engage and optimize care for transgender persons? This webcast
offers expert insights into available data and real-world practice experience, plus a
can’t-miss opportunity to hear members of the transgender community share their
perspectives in their own words.
This activity is delivered in partnership with The AIDS Institute.
https://primeinc.org/online/improving-hiv-prevention-treatment-transgenderpersons?utm_source=TAI&utm_medium=email&utm_id=54WB218

WEBINAR: Ongoing until October 14, 2022

Addressing Social Determinants of Health, Stigma, and
Disparities in HIV Outcomes

The concept that people with HIV who have maintained viral suppression cannot
sexually transmit HIV, or “undetectable = untransmittable” (“U=U”), has been a
transformative and empowering message in recent years. However, achieving viral
suppression is not an equally attainable goal for all people with HIV. Disparities in
healthcare access, structural and socioeconomic marginalization, and stigma pose
significant barriers in different ways across different patient groups. Don’t miss
this unique webcast featuring:
• Firsthand accounts from patients sharing their journeys
• Practice insights and lessons learned from national experts
• Actionable counseling strategies, interventions, and resources to support
patients on the path to “U=U”
https://primeinc.org/online/addressing-social-determinants-health-stigmadisparities-hiv-outcomes?utm_source=TAI&utm_medium=email&utm_
id=54WB2111
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HIV/AIDS AWARENESS DAY
The goal of this annual observance is to educate
Caribbean-Americans about HIV/AIDS and provide
resources for HIV testing and treatment.
https://daysofyear.com/national-caribbean-american-hiv-aids-awareness-day/

WORLD HEPATITIS DAY
July 28, 2022

World Hepatitis Day is observed annually on
July 28th to generate an opportunity to step up
national and international efforts on hepatitis.
Low coverage of testing and treatment is the most important gap to be
addressed in order to achieve the global elimination goals by 2030.
www.who.int/campaigns/world-hepatitis-day

WORLD AIDS DAY
December 1, 2022

World AIDS Day takes place on 1 December each year. It’s
an opportunity for people worldwide to unite in the fight
against HIV, to show support for people living with HIV,
and to commemorate those who have died from an AIDS-related illness.
Founded in 1988, World AIDS Day was the first ever global health day.
https://www.worldaidsday.org
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RESOURCE CENTER
HU HIV-HCV-CCCoP Archived Webinars
HU-CCCoP webinars are archived at:
https://www.huttc.org/cccop/

Howard University HIV-HCV Caribbean Clinicians
Community of Practice Program Archived Webinars
• Dr. Cox-Iyamu | https://www.huttc.org/cccop/webinar-19.php
• Dr. Christensen | https://www.huttc.org/cccop/webinar-18.php
• Dr. Agwu| https://www.huttc.org/cccop/webinar-17.php
• Dr. Hunte-Ceasar |https://www.huttc.org/cccop/webinar-16.php
• Dr. Moseley | https://www.huttc.org/cccop/webinar-15.php
• Dr. Berthaud |https://www.huttc.org/cccop/webinar-14.php
• Dr. McNeil | https://www.huttc.org/cccop/webinar-13.php
• Dr. Berthaud |https://www.huttc.org/cccop/webinar-12.php
• Dr. Ramos-Gonzalez |https://www.huttc.org/cccop/webinar-11.php
• Dr. Crawford | https://www.huttc.org/cccop/webinar-10.php
• Dr. Doonquah |https://www.huttc.org/cccop/webinar-09.php
• Dr. Hairston |https://www.huttc.org/cccop/webinar-08.php •
• Dr. Mootoo | https://www.huttc.org/cccop/webinar-07.php
• Dr. Kwakwa | https://www.huttc.org/cccop/webinar-06.php
• Dr. Christensen | https://www.huttc.org/cccop/webinar-05.php
• Dr. Harris | https://www.huttc.org/cccop/webinar-04.php
• Dr. Berthaud | https://www.huttc.org/cccop/webinar-03.php
• Dr. Kwakwa | https://www.huttc.org/cccop/webinar-02.php

*All session times: 2:00-3:00 PM (U.S. Eastern Standard Time)

• Dr. McNeil| https://www.huttc.org/cccop/webinar-01.php

HU-CCCoP Expert Faculty
Dr. Allison Agwu | Grenada

Dr. Danielle R. Hairston | USA

Dr. Lovern Moseley | Bahamas

Dr. Vladimir Berthaud | Haiti

Dr. Orlando Harris | Jamaica

Dr. Ruth Ramos-Gonzalez | Cuba

Dr. Donna Christensen | U.S.VI

Dr. Tai Hunte-Ceasar | U.S.VI

Dr. Roxanne Cox-Iyamu | Guyana

Dr. Helena Kwakwa | Ghana

Dr. Keith Crawford | USA

Mr. Luigi Leblanc | Haiti

Please visit our website to read about
the details of our expert faculties and
their involvement in care for patients
with HIV, HCV, and COVID-19

Dr. Leleka Doonquah | Jamaica

Dr. John McNeil | Trinidad & Tobago

Dr. Goulda Downer | Jamaica

Dr. Mallika Mootoo | Guyana
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LIST OF FOCAL POINTS

Goulda A. Downer, PhD, FAND, RD, LN, CNS
Project Director
HU-CCCoP - Howard University College of Medicine
gdowner@howard.edu
Tele: 202-865-8146

Ms. Jenny Laing | Bahamas

Denise Bailey, M.Ed.
Project Manager
HU-CCCoP - Howard University College of Medicine
den_bailey@howard.edu
Tele: 202-865-8394

Executive Director – National AIDS Commission

Anthony Spence, MBBS, DA, MRCA, DM
Project Coordinator
HU-CCCoP - Howard University College of Medicine
spence.anthony@howard.edu
Tele: 202-865-8146
Avian Richardson
Project Associate
HU-CCCoP - Howard University College of Medicine
avian.richardson@howard.edu
Tele: 202-865-8146
Kwame Frimpong
Financial Manager
HU-CCCoP - Howard University College of Medicine
Kwame.frimpong@howard.edu
Tele: 202-865-8277
HU-CCCOP CONSULTANTS
Laurine Thomas, PhD
Project Evaluator

Social Worker – National Health Service

Dr. Dale Babb | Barbados
Medical Officer of Health

Mr. Enrique Romero | Belize
Mr. Lester Guye | Dominica

Coordinator- National HIV and AIDS Response Unit

Dr. Stephanie Vanessa Andre | Dominican Republic
Physician

Ms. Jonell Benjamin | Grenada

Project Coordinator – National Infectious Disease Unit

Dr. Abiola Jacobs | Guyana

Director – National Care & Treatment Centre

Dr. Anthony Monfiston | Haiti

Project Officer – UNAIDS Country Office

Dr. Diahann A. Dale | Jamaica
Medical Officer of Health

Dr. Cuthbert Sebastian | St Kitts & Nevis
Emergency Room Physician

Ms. Seandell Lambert | St Lucia
Nurse

Dr. Jose Davy | St Vincent & the Grenadines
Physician

Dr. Monique Holtuin | Suriname
National AIDS Program Coordinator

Dr. Ayanna Sebro | Trinidad & Tobago

Technical Director, National AIDS Coordinating Committee

John Richards, MA, AITP
Website Manager

Dr Alexis Missick | Turks & Caicos
Physician

Danielle Carroll
Webinar Technician
Zane Networks, LLC

Dr Donna Christensen | U.S. Virgin Islands
HU Telehealth Training Center Faculty

HU-CCCOP PARTNERS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Antigua & Barbuda
Bahamas
Barbados
Belize
Dominica
Dominican Republic
Grenada
Guyana
Haiti
Jamaica

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

St. Kitts & Nevis
St. Lucia
St. Maarten
St. Vincent & The
Grenadines
Suriname
Trinidad and Tobago
Turks & Caicos
U.S. Virgin Islands
(U.S.VI)

This Project is funded by a grant from Gilead Sciences, Inc.
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